
Socialize, network, get to
know the SUNI Board of
Directors, and learn about
different Sunnyside commit-

tees that you can join.  This
month, our Sunnyside Gen-
eral Meeting on November
8th will be a fun opportunity

to share hot apple cider,
dessert, and conversation
with fellow Sunnyside neigh-
bors.  We want to hear your
ideas for improving our 
community!                       n
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Sunnyside News is looking
for a new Editor. We need
a special
volunteer
to help
coordinate
the publi-
cation of our monthly SUNI
newsletter. Learn more
about your community while
helping out! Please email
news@sunnysidedenver.org
for more details.
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he Park People’s
Denver Digs

Trees program will be
distributing trees for
planting along Denver
streets on April 21,
2007. Denver residents who
have room to add a street tree
at their property need to sub-
mit a street tree request form
by January 31, 2006. Sunny-
side residents automatically
receive fee waivers for the $20
program fee for each tree. 

The Denver Digs Trees
program has distributed low-
cost street trees to Denver
residents for more than 15
years. Through the pro-
gram, more than 28,000
public street trees have
been planted across
Denver. 

“Our Denver Digs Trees
program is a great way for
residents to get involved in
advancing Mayor Hicken-
looper’s vision of adding a
million trees to metro Den-
ver,” said Patrick Hayes,

Executive Director of The
Park People. “We have

seen neighborhoods
strengthened through
our efforts. Trees not

only add beauty to our
landscapes, they create a

more livable city for all of us.” 
For 2007, street tree

varieties include: Eng-
lish Oak, Turkish Fil-
bert, Burgundy Belle
Maple, Ginkgo Biloba,
Prospector Elm, Redmond
Linden, Sycamore Maple,
and Japanese Pagoda Tree,
among others. All trees are
selected for their adaptability

to Denver’s dry climate.
Trees are 1-inch in
caliber, and come
either bareroot or

balled-and-burlapped,
depending on the variety.
Reserved street trees will be
distributed at six sites across
Denver on April 21, 2007. 

The Park People’s Denver
Digs Trees program is volun-
teer-driven, and involves

hundreds of community
members who contribute
thousands of hours from the
fall through the spring. Vol-
unteers help with everything
from neighborhood outreach
and site inspections to tree
unloading and planting for

others. “We hope residents
who have space will plant
a tree, and residents who

have time will volunteer,”
Hayes said. “Community vol-
unteers inspire everything we
do.”  For more information,
call The Park People at 303-
722-6262, or email them at
info@theparkpeople.org. You
can also visit their website at
www.theparkpeople.org.
Application forms will be
mailed out in January, or
available for downloading
later this fall. The Denver
Digs Trees program is a col-
laboration of The Park Peo-
ple, a private non-profit
organization, and Denver
Parks & Recreation’s
Forestry Department.         n

SUNI General Meeting
Wednesday, November 8, 7:00pm
Smedley Elementary School, 4250 Shoshone St.

T
Free Trees to Line Sunnyside’s Streets!
2007 Denver Digs Trees Street Tree Distribution Announced

How Sweet It Is!

                



I t continues to be useful to
let RTD know your views
about the various Fas-

Tracks issues that affect us.
The website www.rtdnorth
westrail.com is the site to
pound on for a Boulder Line
stop at 38th Ave. The website
www.rtdgoldline.com is the
place to go to ask questions,
raise issues, support or criti-
cize alternatives, etc. for Gold
Line matters.  All residents of

the area count equally, and
the EIS consultants are defi-
nitely counting how many
folks line up behind the dif-
ferent options.                    n
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HOA Printers
is happy to provide this newsletter

FREE of charge to
your Neighborhood Association!

rDisplay ad rates available on request. Call:

303-919-5511
to have a rate sheet faxed or emailed.

rAdditional community newsletters available.

Submit articles or advertisements to:
8200 E. Pacific Pl., Suite 203 • Denver, CO 80231

Or: 
info@hoaprinters.com

Deadline for ads: 20th of the preceding month
The appearance of advertisements herein does not constitute endorse-
ment by the Neighborhood Association, its board of directors or HOA
Printers. Any opinions expressed or implied are not necessarily those
of HOA Printers or the Association. HOA Printers’ liability for errors
or omissions in articles, advertisements or news is limited to correc-
tions in a future issue.

Thank you to Regency Student Housing, a new
SUNI underwriter in the silver category. We
appreciate your support! 

Special Thanks!

RTD Update

I f the condition of the
38th Ave. underpass is a
pet peeve of yours, now

there’s something you can do

about it.  The Mayor has just
announced a big task force to
look at citywide infrastructure
needs.  The website is: www.
denverinfrastructure.org.
This site will give us a way to
argue for money for the
wretched underpass.  It will
obviously be important to the
rail transit development, and
it should be rebuilt as a gate-
way to NW Denver.  Sunny-
side needs a liaison person for
this effort, please contact us
at suni@sunnysidedenver.org
to volunteer.                      n

Denver Infrastructure
Task Force
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n Monday, Sep-
tember 25th

Councilwoman Judy Montero
forwarded a copy of the letter
below to Mayor Hicken-
looper asking him to join her
in her support for Electric
Multiple Unit (EMU) tech-
nology for all commuter rail
routes for the Fastracks pro-
gram. In a response dated
September 27th, Mayor
Hickenlooper stated,

“Based on the
information we have
seen, we believe that
EMU is the superior

technology for the
Denver corridors…”

Thank you Councilwoman
Montero and Mayor Hicken-
looper!

Dear Mayor Hickenlooper:
As you know the Regional

Transportation District
(RTD) is in the process of
studying different types of
commuter rail vehicles for the
Fastracks program. All of the
Fastracks corridors run
through the City and County
of Denver, and with the
exception of the I225 exten-
sion, all corridors run through
Council District 9. Currently
RTD is considering using
either Electric Multiple Unit
commuter rail vehicles
(EMU’s) or Diesel Multiple
Unit commuter rail vehicles

(DMU’s) for the commuter
rail corridors. Commuter rail
technology has been selected
for the northwest corridor
(formerly known as US36)
and the East Corridor. The
North Metro corridor is pro-
jected to be a commuter rail
corridor, but because the
environmental impact state-
ment (EIS) has not been
completed the decision is not
final. The Gold Line is pro-
jected to be a light rail corri-
dor, but again the EIS has not
been completed.  Recently
discussion has arisen about
possible benefits of encourag-
ing commuter rail technology
for the Gold Line.  

The northwest, east, north
metro and gold line corridors
travel through neighborhoods
that have a high proportion of

polluting land uses. They are
home to superfund sites, two
major highways and highly
polluting industrial busi-
nesses. Selecting commuter
rail vehicles that produce a
negative impact to air quality
is unacceptable. Additionally,
all lines head to Denver
Union Station. It is important
to consider the air quality and
noise levels for lower down-
town residents if DMU’s vs.
EMU’s are selected.  As with
any diesel engine the vehicles
will need to idle at the station
producing higher levels of
noise and emitting pollutants.
The studies performed for the
Environmental Impact State-
ment for Denver Union Sta-
tion show that some of the
residential buildings in Lower

O

Continued on page 4.

RTD Fastracks Information
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Residential Work Session 
Moved To Tuesday November 28th - 6 pm to 8:30 pm

Location: Webb Municipal Building, 4th Floor Conference Room 4 F 6

The Zoning Code Task Force is working to update Denver’s Zoning Code.
To advance their work in Areas of Stability, the Task Force has undertaken
a two-part work session on residential characteristics, concerns, and possi-
ble solution tools. This is an opportunity to learn of the work that has
been done and provide critical feedback.

RSVP is requested, as space is very limited. Please contact Valentina Guereca
to RSVP at 720-865-3223 or by e-mail at valentina.guereca
@ci.denver.co.us.

Zoning Code Update - 
October 17th Meeting Is

Rescheduled

Downtown will have unac-
ceptable levels of noise ema-
nating from the station. 

I am writing today to ask
that you join me in adopting a
position of support for electric
multiple unit (EMU) com-
muter rail vehicles for all Fas-
tracks commuter rail lines.
There are clear benefits to
Denver if EMU is selected. 
Noise: RTD studies have
found that EMU vehicles are
quieter than DMU vehicles.
Given the close proximity of
residential dwellings to the
commuter rail lines and Den-
ver Union Station this is an
important consideration. 
Air Quality: An RTD pres-
entation to Denver City
Council on April 17, 2006
showed that EMU vehicles
produce absolutely no partic-
ulate matter, no oxides of
nitrogen and hydrocarbons
and no carbon monoxide.
DMU on the other hand pro-
duces all three. 
Sustainable energy sources:

Currently RTD is consider-
ing using electricity generated
in a traditional manner.
However, now or sometime
in the future, it is possible for
RTD to make a shift toward
solar or wind powered elec-
tricity, a very clean sustainable
fuel source.
Commuter Rail Mainte-
nance Facility (CRMF):
Neighborhoods that will be
most impacted by the siting of
the CRMF have clearly stated
that a maintenance facility for
EMU vehicles is more accept-
able to their residents than
one for DMU vehicles. 

I am hopeful that you can
join me in my support for
EMU commuter rail vehicles.
If I can answer any questions
or you would like to further
discuss this issue please do not
hesitate to contact me at
(303) 458-8960. 

Sincerely, 
Judy H. Montero
Councilwoman District 9    n

RTD Fastracks Information Continued from page 3.
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1.Prepare storm win-
dows for installation.

Check all weather stripping
and all fasteners. Well-main-
tained and properly fitted
storm windows will help to
save on energy costs during
the winter months.

2.Check the heating
system.

Check the filter, pilot light
and burners in a system
fueled by gas or oil. Fire-
places, boilers, water heaters,
space heaters and wood burn-
ing stoves should also be serv-
iced every year. 

3.Clean ducts in the
heating system.

Clean and vacuum dust from
vents, baseboard heaters and
cold air returns. Dust build-
up in ducts is a major cause of
indoor pollutants. In a home
that is shut tight for the win-
ter, dust increases the possi-
bility of illness. Ducts should
be professionally cleaned
about every three years. 

4.Test fire and smoke
alarms as well as car-

bon monoxide detectors.
Often alarms and detectors
go unattended. Batteries
should be checked every six
months to ensure that they’re
working.

5.Remove excess leaves
and damaged branches

surrounding the house.
Now that leaves have fallen
off of trees, it’s a good time to
remove any dead branches.
Dead branches have the
potential to break and fall,
ruining roofs or decks.

6.Maintain gutters.

Remove all debris that can
slow or impede the ability of
the water to drain effectively
from the roof. Trapped water
can freeze then thaw, an
action which could be
destructive not only to the
gutters themselves but to the
adjoining roof as well. 

7.Inspect the roof.

Look for damaged or loose
shingles, gaps in the flashing
at joints with siding, vents
and flues, as well as damaged
mortar around the chimney.
Proactive maintenance can
prevent emergencies and
expensive repairs. 

8.Inspect exterior walls
and window sills.

Check walls and window sills
for damage such as cracks,
gaps, loose or crumbling
mortar, along with splitting
and decaying wood. Wood
trim and siding can suffer
from deterioration or loose
paint. Caulk exterior joints
around windows and doors,
which helps keep the home
weather tight and helps to
lower heating bills.

9.Maintain steps and
handrails.

Repair broken steps and
secure loose banisters. Broken

steps are easily hidden
beneath snow, which could
cause a dangerous fall. Simi-
larly, a person slipping on ice
will grab a handrail for sup-
port. 

10.Sprinkler systems
and outside faucets

should be shut down.
Homeowners can shut down
outside faucets, while the
other tasks are best per-
formed by industry profes-
sionals to prevent cracked
pipes. 

Need help winterizing
your home? Whether you
rent or own, Energy $avings
Partners program (E$P) can
help by providing weatheriza-
tion, furnace, and insulation
services, saving individuals
and families an average of
20% on utilities. Single fam-
ily, duplexes, triplexes, four-
plexes & bigger and mobile

IT’S THAT TIME OF YEAR AGAIN - 
10 WAYS TO WINTERIZE YOUR HOME

Continued on page 6.
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Mission Statement

Sunnyside United Neighbors, Inc
(SUNI) is a nonprofit volunteer
organization composed of resi-
dents, businesses, schools and
churches that reside or are
located within the boundaries
of the Sunnyside neighborhood
in Historic Northwest Denver.

Our intent is for a group of
people of diverse cultural and
socioeconomic backgrounds to
join together in harmony,
mutual respect and peace with
the purpose of planning and
building for the future, improv-
ing the present and preserving
and restoring the past of the
Sunnyside 
neighborhood.

Name

Address

Phone

E-mail
Annual Membership For:

Senior . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 5.00
Individual. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $12.00
Family . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $20.00
Outside Sunnyside. . . . . . . . . . . $20.00
Underwriter Categories . . . . . . . Gold $1,000
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Silver $500
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Bronze $100

For membership details, contact: suni@sunnysidedenver.org.
Mail To: SUNI, P.O. Box 11381, Denver, CO 80211

Frequently Requested Phone
Numbers
SUNI Office  . . . . . 303-455-8335
Rick Garcia, Councilman
District 1  . . . . . . 303-458-4792
Judy Montero, Councilwoman
District 9  . . . . . . 303-458-8960
District 1 Police
Station . . . . . . . . 720-913-0400
Non-Emergency  . . . 720-913-2000

Graffiti Hotline  . . . 720-865-7867
Neighborhood Inspection
Services  . . . . . . . 720-865-3200
Parking
Management  . . . . 720-913-1720
Trash/Large Item
Pick Up  . . . . . . . 720-865-6900

Membership

homes all qualify.  Recipients
must complete a simple
agreement and provide
LEAP, SSI, AFDC, COAP,
AND, AB, TANF, Medic-
aid, SSI or SSD proof of
assistance. You must provide
proof of income only if you
are not receiving benefits
from one of the above assis-
tance programs.

To request your weatheriza-
tion agreement contact:
Sun Power Inc., 3200
Larimer Street, 
Denver, CO 80205

Phone: (303) 382-1514
Fax: (303) 382-4106
Email: sunpower@sun
powerinc.org                      n

10 WAYS TO WINTERIZE YOUR HOME
Continued from page 5.

Smedley Kids To Perform at
North High
Put December 13th on your calendars. On that night, Smedley 5th
graders will perform “Joseph and the Technicolor Dreamcoat” at North
High School. The December issue of SUNI News will have details.

#
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www.mountainviewdentaldds.com

Mountain View
Dental Associates

Steven P. Runnings, DDS

InsuranceAccepted!

4590 Lowell Blvd.
Denver, Colorado 80211

303-455-8962

SOMEONE I LOVE
WAS SEXUALLY

ASSAULTED
A workshop for partners, family and friends of 

sexual assault survivors ages 16 and older
(workshop not designed for survivors themselves)

The workshop will address:
4 Understanding trauma
4 Helping a loved one
4 What about me?

SATURDAY, MARCH 12 • 9am-12pm
Location: RAAP Downtown Office

Cost: Free!
RSVP: Cecilia 303-329-9922 ext. 302

W ith the ever-
increasing cost of
fuel, energy and

materials, many low and mod-
erate-income  Denver home-
owners may not be able to
afford to make emergency or
necessary home repairs. For-
tunately, the Denver Urban
Renewal Authority (DURA)
directs two City of Denver
housing programs which pro-
vide 0% or 1% fixed-rate
interest loans to make emer-
gency repairs and essential
improvements possible.

DURA helps low to mod-
erate-income Denver home-
owners make essential home
repairs by providing 0% or 1%
interest loans which are
funded by the City and
County of Denver’s Division
of Housing and Neighbor-
hood Development and
HUD Community Develop-
ment Block Grants. Further-
more, there are no out of
pocket costs or hidden

charges and DURA manages
the entire project from start
to finish, including selecting a
certified contractor and coor-
dinating all construction
schedules, permits, payments
and approvals.

DURA’s  Single Family
Rehabilitation Program pro-
vides qualifying homeowners
up to $35,000 in low-interest
loans to make general home
renovations and improve-
ments. The Emergency
Home Repair Program allo-
cates up to $6,000 in deferred
interest loans for emergency
repairs; which include sewer,
plumbing, mechanical, heat-
ing, roofing, electrical and
other problems posing an
immediate danger to a home-
owner’s health and safety.

For more information
about these DURA pro-
grams, homeowners can con-
tact DURA by phone at
(303) 534-3872 or visit our
www.denvergov.org/dura.    n

LOW COST EMERGENCY HOME REPAIR
LOANS AVAILABLE
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This premium space
is available to a business or 

individual who can help
cover mailing expenses.

Please contact
Sunnyside News at

303-455-8335
for more information.
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The official Monthly publication of
Sunnyside United Neighbors, Inc


